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Synopsis

Jack Turner grew up with an image of the Tetons engraved in his mind. As a young man, he
climbed the peaks of this singular range with basic climbing gear friends. Later in life, he led treks in
India, Pakistan, Nepal, China, Tibet, and Peru, but he always returned to the mountains of his youth.
He continues to climb the Tetons as a guide for Exum Mountain, Guides, the oldest and most
prestigious guide service in America. Teewinot is his ode to forty years in the mountains that he
loves. Like Thoreau and Muir, Turner has contemplated the essential nature of a landscape.
Teewinot is a book about a mountain range, its austere temper, its seasons, its flora and fauna, a
few of its climbs, its weather, and the glory of the wildness. It is also about a small group of guides
and rangers, nomads who inhabit the range each summer and know the mountains as intimately as
they will ever be known. It is also a remarkable account of what it is like to live and work in a
national park. Teewinot has something for everyone: spellbinding accounts of classic climbs, awe at
the beauty of nature, and passion for some of the environmental issues facing America today. In this
series of recollections, one of America’s most beautiful national parks comes alive with beauty,
mystery, and power. The beauty, mystery, and power of the Grand Tetons come alive in Jack

Turner's memoir of a year on America’s most beautiful mountain range.
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Customer Reviews

Teewinot - A Year in the Teton Range. Jack Turner. Thomas Dunne Books/St. Martin’s Press. New
York. 2000. 248pp.Jack Turner is a mountaineering instructor and guide for Exum Mountain Guides,
the oldest and most prestigious guide service in America. He has lived and climbed in the Tetons for
over 40 years and so is uniquely qualified to write this book.A philosophy professor by academic
training, Turner has deeply contemplated the essential nature of the mountain landscapes of the
Teton Range. Teewinot, named after the peak that looms above the Exum Guides’ summer base
and climbing school, is an ode to the mountains, streams, plants, animals and people that he loves.
However, this book is far more than just an account of one of America’s most beautiful mountain
ranges or the remarkable climbers, rangers and biologists that know those mountain holds better
than anyone ever will. It is also about achieving a tranquil and happy life by strengthening personal
connections to the seasons, cycles and rhythms of the land.Turner speaks of the "gifts of returning”
- certain routines observed year after year, season after season, which in time have become
personal and meaningful rituals that uplift and reconnect him to the landscape each time they occur:
the first circumambulation of the Cathedral Group every Spring; the first snowfall in Lupine
Meadows, snow that will not melt until the following summer; battening down the guides’ hut for the
winter off-season; and the final hike around Jenny Lake each year.Turner reminds us that such
simple gifts are available to anyone who attunes one’s self to one’s surroundings and the people
and places one loves.In its major themes and conclusions, Teewinot is in a class with Marjorie

Kinnan Rawlings’ lovely book, Cross Creek.
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